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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) 

MSPCT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. 
It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record therein and 
appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement accompanies the new patent 
application submitted herewith. 

A summary/abstract translation of the non-English language references is 

enclosed. 
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Applicant has not submitted copies of each cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent 
application as required by 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2)(i), amended October 2004, as the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office has waived this requirement for all U.S. patent 
applications. Applicant submits herewith copies of foreign and non-patents in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2). 

A concise explanation of relevance of the items listed on form PTO/SB/08 is in 
the form of an English language copy of a Search Report from a foreign patent office, 
issued in a counterpart application, which refers to the relevant portions of the 
references. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other 
material information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 
1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure statement shall not be construed to be 
an admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to therein is 
"prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed 
references. 

Please charge our Credit Card in the amount of $940.00 covering the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.492(a), 1.492(c)(2), 1.492(b)(3), and 1.21(h). Credit Card Payment Form 
SB-2038, with a signature from an authorized cardholder, is enclosed. The Director is 
hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted to be filed or 
which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in this 
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application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 04-1073, under Order No. 
R2184.0472/P472. A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 

Dated: January 3, 2006 Respectfully submittecC'y 




Mark J. Thronson 



Registration No.: 33,082 
DICKSTEIN SHAPIRO MORIN & 

OSHINSKY LLP 
2101 L Street NW 
Washington, DC 20037-1526 
(202) 785-9700 
Attorney for Applicant 
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PTO/SB/08a/b (07-05) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651^031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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Application Number 




Filing Date 


January 3, 2006 


First Named Inventor 


Kohichi Morino 


Art Unit 


N/A 


Examiner Name 


Not Yet Assigned 


Attorney Docket Number 


R2184.0472/P472 ! 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



AA* 



AB* 



AC* 
AD* 



AE* 



AF* 



Document Number 



Number-Kind Code ( if known) 



US-5,861,771 



US-6,404,076 



US-2002/0093317 



US-2003/0168916 



US-5,777,517 



US-2002/01 63385 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



01-19-1999 



06-11-2002 



07-18-2002 



09-11-2003 



07-07-1998 



11-07-2002 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



Examiner 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Cite 
No. 1 



BA 



BB 



JP-2002-366235 



BC 



BD 



BE 



BF 



BG 
BH 
Bt 



BJ 



Foreign Patent Document 



Country Code 3 -Number-Kind Code 5 (if known) 



JP-2002-023866 



JP-1 1-354647 



Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



01-25-2002 
12-20-2002 



JP-08-1 25026 



JP-2002-270781 



EP-1 1-28532 



JP-2000-284843 



JP-5-61556 



J P-200 1-92544 



JP-57-1 28053 



12-24-1999 
05-17-1996 



09-20-2002 
08-29-2001 



10-13-2000 



03- 12-1993 

04- 06-2001 



08-09-1982 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not ctetjon mw marked with an single asterisk O next 
considered. Include copy of this ^*^ R ^ ( U ™^?" JSSSl -Sw was TeoaneTjune 30, 2003 or is available in the IFW. ' Applicant's 

possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 




Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 1 


y J and/or country where published. 
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'EXAMINER' Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if no. In conformance and no, 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



'Applicant's unique citation designation number 



(optional). 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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